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with, me about the city.    I will show you Rome and the
Roman people.'

Accordingly, on the morrow, Cardinal Grandison and his
late pupil visited together Rome and the Romans. And first
of all Lothair was presented to the Cardinal Prefect of the
Propaganda, who presides over the ecclesiastical affairs of
every country in which the Roman Church has a mission,
and that includes every land between the Arctic and the
Southern Pole. This glimpse of the organised correspond-
ence with both the Americas, all Asia, all Africa, all
Australia, and many European countries, carried on by a
countless staff of clerks in one of the most capacious build-
ings in the world, was calculated to impress the visitor
with a due idea of the extensive 4authority of the RomaD
Pontiff. This institution, greater, according to the Car-
dinal, than any which existed in ancient Rome, was to
propagate the faith, the purity of which the next establish-
ment they visited was to maintain. According to Cardinal
Grandison there never was a body the character of which
had been so wilfully and so malignantly misrepresented as
that of the Roman Inquisition. Its true object is reforma-
tion not punishment, and therefore pardon was sore to
follow the admission of error. True it was there were
revolting stories afloat, for which there was undoubtedly
some foundation, though their exaggeration and malice
were evident, of the ruthless conduct of the Inquisition;
but these details were entirely confined to Spain, and were
the consequences not of the principles of the Holy Office,
but of the Spanish race, poisoned by Moorish and Jewish
blood, or by long contact with those inhuman infidels.
Had it not been for the Inquisition organising and direct-
ing the mitigating influences of the Church, Spain would
have been a land of wild beasts ; and even in quite modern
times it was the Holy Office at Rome which always stepped
forward to protect the persecuted, and, by the power of